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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO NEA-10 FEA-01 ERDA-05 AID-05 

CEA-01 CIAE-00 CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO FPC-01 H-02 

INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-04 

USIA-06 SAM-01 OES-03 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 

PA-01 PRS-01 /098W 

030150 

R071518Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4827 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 

CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 8985 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, CG 

SUBJECT: ZAIRE'S POL SUPPLY 

REF: A) KINSHASA 8591; B) KINSHASA 8542 

1. MOBIL REP DEBRULE GAVE FOLLOWING INFO CONCERNING 
ZAIRE'S POL SITUATION: 

2. KINSHASA AREA: ALTHOUGH JET FUEL, AVGAS, AND DIESEL 
FUEL FROM BP WILL NOT ARRIVE KINSHASA UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 
MID-OCTOBER AS MENTIONED REF B, POL SHORTAGES IN 
KINSHASA HAVE BEEN RESOLVED BY RECENT ARRIVAL OF TANKER 
FROM ALGERIA WITH APPROXIMATELY 3,000 TONS OF DIESEL 

AND 4,000 TONS JET FUEL IN ADDITION TO TANKER WITH 
37,000 TONS ALGERIAN CRUDE INSTEAD OF 29,000 TONS AS 
REPORTED REF A. 

3. SHABA AREA: SUPPLY SITUATION IN SHABA WILL REMAIN 
CRITICAL FOR NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS DUE TO LOGISTICAL 
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MAINTENANCE. LAST SUPPLIES FROM NDOLA REFINERY WERE 
SHIPPED LAST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER AND SHIPMENTS FROM THIS 
SOURCE WILL NOT RESUME UNTIL NOVEMBER 15 WHEN NDOLA HAS 
PROMISED TO RESUME SHIPMENTS AT RATE OF 3,000 TONS MONTHLY. 

BY MID-DECEMBER NDOLA EXPECTS TO BE ABLE TO INCREASE RATE 
OF SHIPMENTS AS ZAMBIA’S STOCKS ARE REPLENISHED./ 9,2000 TONS 
OF PRODUCTS ARE ENROUTE FROM SOUTH AFRICA VIA COMBINATION RAIL 
CARS AND RAIL TANKERS. GOZ MADE 46 RAIL TANK CARS AVAILABLE FOR 
SHIPMENT BUT MOST REQUIRE EXTENSIVE REPAIRS IN ORDER TO 
BE PUT INTO SERVICEABLE CONDITION. SOUTH AFRICAN GOVT 
HAS MADE 300 RAIL CARS AVAILABLE FOR SHIPMENT TO SHABA. 

EACH CAPABLE OF CARRYING 99 DRUMS OF PRODUCTS. FIRST RAIL 
AND TANK CARS DEPARTED SOUTH AFRICA OCTOBER 2 AND CANNOT 
BE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE SHABA UNTIL OCTOBER 17 OR 18. 

TURN-AROUND TIME FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO SHABA AND RETURN 
WILL BE APPROXIMATELY 30-45 DAYS. AS STOCKS IN SHABA 
ARE EXTREMELY LOW, LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS ARE SUCH THAT 
SUPPLY SITUATION WILL CONTINUE TO BE CRITICAL UNTIL IT 
IS POSSIBLE TO RECEIVE BULK OF SHABA'S REQUIREMENTS 
FROM NDOLA REFINERY, HOPEFULLY IN MID-DECEMBER. 

4. KIVU AREA: SHORTAGES IN KIVU AREA WERE DUE TO 
CLOSURE OF TANZANIAN REFINERY WHICH HAS SINCE 
REOPENED. PETRO-ZAIRE HAS LETTER OF CREDIT FOR SUPPLIES 
FROM KIGOMA REFINERY IN TANZANIA, SO SUPPLY SHOULD BE 
AMPLE IN THIS AREA. 

5. REMAINDER OF COUNTRY: ACUTE SHORTAGES IN REMAINDER 
OF COUNTRY SHOULD BE RESOLVED SHORTLY NOW THAT SUPPLIES 
HAVE REACHED KINSHASA. WITH EXCEPTION OF SHABA AND KIVU 
MOST OF INTERIOR IS SUPPLIED FROM KINSHASA AND WAS STARVED 
WHEN SHORTAGES OF CERTAIN PRODUCTS DEVELOPED IN KINSHASA. 
WALKER 
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